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Abstract 
The paper deals with Dr. S R Ranganathan’s Five Laws of Library Science in the context of 

today’s digital era. Digital Library consist digital resources and services. Digital objects are 

for use. Every user his digital object. Every digital object its user Digital library save the 

time of the user. It is a growing organism. 

1. Introduction: 

Shiyali Ramamrita Ranganathan was born in 1892 at Shiyali Tamilnadu State into the 

Bhramin Community. He was educated locally at first and then in Chennai city. His higher 

education was taken at the Madras Christian College, and his major Study was mathematics. 

The development of modern libraries in India was very slow before Ranganathan become a 

librarian in 1924. Dr. Ranganathan is the inventor of colon classification system. He also 

called the father of library librarianship. He made India library conscious in particular and he 

influenced the thinking. He went abroad to study librarianship at the university college of 

London, working under Berwick Sayers, He was a university Librarian and Professor of 

library science at Banaras Hindu University 1945-47. Dr. Ranganathan made fundamental 

contribution to world library and information profession. He crystallized the principles of 

librarianship into five basic statements known as five laws of Library science first published 

in 1931. 

Ranganathan presented his five laws of library science for the first time in 1928 in a 

conference of teachers held in Meenakshi College Annamalainagar. The laws appeared in the 

book form in 1931. 

1) Books are for use 

2) Every reader his book  

3) Every book its reader  

4) Save the time of the reader  

5) A library is a growing organization. 

According to Dasgupta later on Ranganathan himself revised these laws as follows. 

1) Documents are for use. 

2) Every reader his document. 
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3) Every document its reader 

4) Save the time of the reader. 

5) A library is a growing organism. 

“These laws have remained a centre piece of professional value”. These basic theories of 

library science are applicable to today’s digital libraries. 

2. What is Digital Library? 

Digital libraries are integral part of learning environment. It is a crucial component of 

universal information infrastructure adopting current information and communication 

technology. Digital Libraries are networked collections of digital text, documents images, 

sound, data, software and many more that are the core of today’s Internet and tomorrows 

universally accessible digital repositories of all human Knowledge. 

A digital library is a library in which material is stored in digital format and accessible by 

computers it is type of information retrieval system. Digital library is a collection and 

dissemination of digital objects / items to meet user’s needs according to their requirements.  

According to Digital Library Foundation (DLF) 

 “Digital libraries are organization that provides the resources, including specialized staff, to 

select, structure, offer intellectual access, to interpret, distribute, preserve the integrity of and 

ensure the persistence over time of collections of digital work so that they are readily and 

economically available for use by a defined community.”  

William Arms (2000) defined digital library as “Managed collection of information, with 

associated services, where the information is stored in digital formats and accessible over a 

network”. 

According to Oppenheim and Smithson 

The digital library as one where all acquisition, storage, preservation, retrieval, access and 

display, functions are delivered using digital technologies. The digital library has the features 

of integration seamlessness and case of use. Access to a distributed range of electronic 

services and support is delivered to the desktop through an intuitive, and possibly 

personalization, interface accessed through a single authentication system.  

According to Borgman  

Digital libraries are a set of electronic resources and associated technical capabilities for 

creating searching and using information. 

In simple words – Digital Library is a global virtual library, is a library of thousands of 

networked electronic libraries. A digital Library is a collection of digital objects. 

3. The Five Laws of Digital Library: 
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 Digital information and communication technologies suggest that the scope of Dr. S.R. 

Ranganathan’s Laws may appropriately applicable to the digital library. Book, reader and 

library are the basic elements of five laws. If we replace these keywords with other elements 

five laws still work very well. Based on Ranganathan’s laws, several researchers have 

presented different principles and laws, for instance “Five new law of librarianship by 

Michael Gorman (1995); “Principles of distance education”, by Sanjay Mishra (1998); Five 

laws for software library” by Mentor Cana (2003) Five laws of Children Librarianship by 

Virginia A Walter (2004); and Five Laws of diversity / affirmative action” by Trace D. Hall 

(2004) Government’s law is the most famous. He has reinterpreted Ranganathan’s laws in the 

context of today’s library and its likely future. Michael Gorman has given us his five new 

laws of librarianship. 

1. Libraries serve humanity 

2. Respect all forms by which knowledge is communicated.  

3. Use technology intelligently to enhance services. 

4. Protect free access to knowledge 

5. Honor the past and create the future 

                                                        (Crawford & Gorman 1995)  

 

Whether one looks to Ranganathan’s original five laws of Library Science one central idea is 

clear. Libraries and Digital Libraries are exists to serve people’s information needs.  

3.1 Digital Objects are for use : 

 The digital library should be designed to meet the human needs to share information 

resources, knowledge and experiences “Digital object are for use.” This law implies that the 

digital library is for using and learning and information is there to be used. This law is very 

important because information serves no purpose if it is not utilized and at least available for 

people to attempt to learn. The role of digital library is to serve the individual, community 

and service to the society. Information is for use and should not be hidden / altered from 

people. We should put the emphasis on free access to information. The Digital Library must 

acquire information resources and make accessible to the people. All digital objects need to 

be accessible to all users. The Digital Library exists for users, must be the base of Digital 

Library. Digital Library exists for research scholars, scientists, writers, so the interest of such 

users should be central of the Digital library, Also Digital Library exists for society and it 

should serve the interest of society. Digital Library should be designed in such a manner it is 

easy to use with a web based interface that can be customized for the institution faculty, or 
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department Digital Library comprises the information in digital format that will be easier to 

access only When necessary technology links, well built infrastructure and computer system 

are available to users. The acquired/ stored information in the database of digital library must 

accurate, current and qualitative. 

3.2 Every user his / her Digital Object: 

 This law has many implications for the Digital library. This law reveals the fundamental 

need for balance between digital resources and the basic right of all users to have access to 

the digital resources they need and where in the world.  

A digital library must formulate access policies that ensure that the collection it is building 

and maintaining is appropriate and adequate to fulfill the needs of the community of users. In 

simple words the Digital resources/ material must be appropriate to the needs of all its users. 

Cybrarian must know their users well if they are to provide them with the materials they need 

for their study and research. 

There should not be any obstacles in the search and access of information. The digital library 

must be designed in such a manner that it substitutes for cybrarian / online / offline database. 

A number of open source software’s like Dspace, Greenstone, E-print are available for the 

designing of digital Library, which can be reorganized, developed according to our needs 

with latest development of information technology. This second law indicates that the Digital 

Library serves all users, sex, age religion or any other factor. Every cyber cit izen has a right 

to information; cybrarian should have excellent first hand knowledge of the user to be served. 

Libraries should promote and advertise their services extensively to attract wide range of 

users. “Each piece of digital object its user and each user his / her digital object”. 

3.3 Every Digital object It’s user 

 The third law serves to remind us to build more connections for our users so that they can 

find all the digital objects that we have made free and accessible. This law focuses on digital 

item, suggesting that each digital object in a digital library has an individual who would find 

that item useful. Appropriate arrangement of digital objects in the digital library is an 

important means of achieving this objective of third law. Also a correct link is very important 

to retrieve correct resource. Internet is also termed as metadata (data about data/ information 

about information). Over the years metadata formats have been developed for a wide range of 

digital objects. 

This law stipulates that a digital object exists for every user and that digital object should be 

well described and displayed in attractive manner on the screen and made readily available to 

users. This law leads naturally to open access system. It should be easy for users to search for 
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information from any page on a digital library. Every digital object should include a screen 

box or at least link to search page. 

How can a Cybrarian find a user for every digital object? The way is given below to connect 

digital objects to its users.  

1) Distribution of new digital objects via mailing lists serves and discussion groups. 

2) Making news / newly added digital objects list on digital library Home page. 

3) Submitting these digital objects to Google, yahoo search engines. 

3.4 Save the time of the user: 

 Saving the time of the users means providing efficient thorough access to the digital Library. 

It means library users should be satisfied. To provide efficient access searching tools must be 

well designed; indexing part in the database must be regularly updated. Also qualitative index 

pattern must be used for framing keywords. Search techniques must be easy; in such a way 

that layman can easy retrieve information. User friendly software should be used for digital 

library. For narrowing the search Boolean logic should be used for reduction of search time. 

Also federated Search system can save time. This law make sure user quickly find what they 

are looking for, and make sure our digital library is structured in a way that information can 

be retrieved quickly. 

3.5 Digital Library is a growing Organism 

 The digital library should be designed an eye for the future. Every day the relevance of 

knowledge is increasing. Hence we have the following figures that reflect the phenomenal 

growth of knowledge. 

 The world’s knowledge double every six months. 

 Technical Knowledge double every three years 

 Medical knowledge doubles every seven years 

 Science & Technology knowledge doubles every decade. 

 While knowledge is growing rapidly as noted above then cybrarian must be think 

about required infrastructure for digital library. The database capacity should be high. A 

system with good hardware capabilities should be installed for storage of digital objects as 

main server. Today’s cybrarian should provide digital library service 24/7 anytime, 

anywhere, access to digital objects.  

 

 

Conclusion: 
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The Five laws of Digital Library help to identify the digital library as a powerful inspiration 

for technological educational and social change. The user is rightly the center of attention in 

this process. So it is only through understanding user needs and characteristics that cybrarian 

can built tools to help users meet their information, needs, saving the user’s time by 

providing convenient access mechanism is a principal concern of the digital library some 

scholars and cybrarian like to share their knowledge with others through digital library. This 

is because of digital library is for use, and provide dynamic source of digital object for all 

kinds of users. 

These laws are applicable to the today’s digital era. These laws are not only applicable to the 

digital library in general but characterize the establishment enhancement and evaluation of 

online databases and digital library services as well. The five laws concisely represent the 

ideal service and organizational philosophy of the digital library. Therefore we can evaluate 

digital libraries by applying the five laws of digital library. 
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