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Abstract 

This paper discusses the role of Digital Libraries in education and research. Digital Libraries 

were viewed as a system providing community of users with coherent access to a large 

repository of information and knowledge. The paper highlights benefits of Digital Libraries. 

INTRODUCTION  

Digital Libraries are integral part of learning environment. It is a crucial component of universal 

information infrastructure adopting current information and communication technology. Digital 

Libraries are networked collections of digital text, documents images, sound, data, software and 

many more that are the core of today’s Internet and tomorrows universally accessible digital 

repositories of all human Knowledge. 

An Digital Library is a library in which material is stored in digital format and accessible by 

computers it is type of information retrieval system. Digital Library is a collection and 

dissemination of digital objects / items to meet user’s needs according to their requirements.  

1. According to Digital Library Foundation (DLF) 

 “Digital libraries are organization that provides the resources, including specialized staff, to 

select, structure, offer intellectual access, to interpret, distribute, preserve the integrity of and 

ensure the persistence over time of collections of digital work so that they are readily and 

economically available for use by a defined community.”  

William Arms (2000) defined Digital Library as “Managed collection of information, with 

associated services, where the information is stored in digital formats and accessible over a 

network”. [15] 
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2. DIGITAL LIBRARY 

Digital Library is a digital archive of the research output of faculty, research staff, and students 

of an organization typically a university or research organization and accessible freely to end 

users both within and outside of the organization. Digital repository viewed as a set of services 

the research organization offer to the members of its community for the management and 

dissemination of digital resources created by members of the community. Standards are followed 

by the Digital Libraries which ensure that its content are accessible and be secured and retrieved 

for use at later stage.  

3. According to Lynch 

University- based Digital Library is a set of services that a University offers to the member of its 

community for the management and dissemination of digital materials created by the institution 

and its community member’s. In university on Digital Library may provide place for faculty 

work, student theses and dissertations, e-journals, datasets, and so on’ 

4. According to Wikipedia 

A Digital Library is an online locus for collecting and preserving in digital form the intellectual 

output of an institution particularly a research institution. For a university, this world include 

material such as research journal articles before and after undergoing peer review and digital 

versions of theses and dissertations but it might also include other digital assets generated by 

normal academic life , such as administrative documents ,course notes  or learning objects. 

5. Foster and Gibbons described a digital repository as 

“An electronic system that capture, preserve and provide access to the Digital work 

product of a community”. 

6. Need of Digital Repository  

Digital Library has excellent features which make them special from traditional library.  It has 

accurate searching system.  It has no physical boundaries.  It can be accessed from anywhere, 

anytime over the Internet.  Digital Library does not need physical space to build collection.  It 
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enables seamless access to digital resources distributed across the globe. The fundamental reason 

for building Digital Library is that they provide better delivery of information.  

 7.1   Digital Library at Users Desk / Laptop / Mobile 

A Digital Library brings the information to the user’s desk, laptop or mobile either at work at 

home of anywhere, where the Internet is available.  It makes easier to use of digital resources 

hence increases the usage of Digital repository.  Hence users need never visit to the library.  The 

Digital Library is wherever there is a computer and Internet connection.  So user can access 

universal knowledge through digital libraries.  

 

DIGITAL LIBRARYARCHITECTURE 
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7.2 Searching and Browsing 

Advanced search systems are used to find information. E.g. Boolean logic, Truncation search, 

and Federated searching systems are used to search pinpointed digital information.  Also 

hyperlink is used to other sources within a source provide an obvious advantages.  

 7.3 Information can be shared 

Digital Library and archives stores information digital information sources that   unique to them 

.Placing digital information on a network makes it available to users.  This is great improvement 

over expensive physical duplication of resources.  

   7.4 Updated Information  

Updating of document is easy in digital format.  Print resources are difficult to update since the 

entire document must be reprinted.  Keeping updated information is very easy in digital format 

and storage on central computer. Many Digital Libraries maintain online versions encyclopedia 

directories, Handbooks and other reference sources.  Whenever updated revisions are received 

from publisher, they are installed on the library’s computer.  Hence user can get updated / current 

information.  

 7.5 Information is always available  

 The doors of the Digital Library always open 24 x 7 x365.  Users can access information 

according to his time.  Internet connectivity is the base of Digital repository.  Hence Internet 

must be available for accessing Digital repository.  

  7.7 New Forms of Information Become Possible  

Digital format is always the best way to record and disseminate information.  A database may be 

the best way to store census data, so that it can be analyzed by computer.  Satellite data can be 

rendered in many different ways.  Even when the formats are similar, resources created explicitly 

for the digital world are not the same as resources original designed for paper or other media.  

Words that are spoken have a different impact from words that are written and online textual 

materials are subtly different from either the spoken or the printed word.  Good authors use 

words differently when they write for different media and users find new ways to use the 
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information.  Resources created for the digital that is lacking in resources that has been 

mechanically converted to digital format, just as a feature film never looks quite right when 

shown on Television.  Each of the benefits described above can be seen in today’s digital 

libraries. The hope is that Digital Library will develop from static repositories to immutable 

objects to provide a wide range of services that will allow collaboration and exchange of ideas.  

The technology of Digital Library is closely related to the technology used in electronic mail.    

7. Digital Repository Functions 

1 Digital Library provides access to very large information resources.  

2  It supports to multimedia contents. 

3  Network accessible. 

4  It provide user friendly interface. 

5  Unique referencing of digital objects. 

6 Enable link representation to local / external objects.  

7  It supports advanced search and retrieval. 

8  Information available for a very long time. 

9  Also supports traditional library missions of collection development organization, access and 

preservation of information. 

10  Support editing, publishing annotation and integration of information.  

11 Integrate personal, group, enterprise, public digital libraries. 

8. CONCLUSION: 

 Digital Library brings the information to the user’s desk, laptop or mobile either at work at 

home of anywhere, where the Internet is available. Digital Library always open 24 x 7 x365.  

Users can access information according to his time.  Internet connectivity is the base of Digital 

Library.  Hence Internet must be available for accessing Digital Library. 
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